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Becky Butler Gallegos: This is Becky Butler Gallegos. I’m here today in the UAA/APU Consortium Library Archives. I’m interviewing Moira Marshall at 1:24pm. The date is September 24th, 2026 and this interview is part of the UAA/APU Archives and Special Collections student oral history project. This interview will be made publicly accessible in the archives research room and online. You’ve already consented to this, and signed over licensing for this video to the archives, but, do I have your consent to record and make this recording publicly available?

Moira Marshall: Yes.

Gallegos: Yay, fantastic! So, let’s get started. Please tell us your name and major and anything else about yourself you want to let us know.

Marshall: So, my name is Moira Marshall. I’m a history major with a minor in English, and I’m also a writing consultant at the UAA writing center.

Gallegos: Oh, I didn’t know that. Is that a paid position?

Marshall: It is, actually.

Gallegos: Oh hey, congratulations.

Marshall: I’m getting money.

[Both laughing]

Gallegos: So you’re busy. You’re interning here with us in the department, you have a job, and you’re a student. Phew.

Marshall: It’s a full load.

Gallegos: Dang, alright. Well, let’s get to the next question. What made you decide to study at UAA?

Marshall: Specifically, the location. Like, I’ve lived in Alaska on and off throughout my lifetime, but I’ve lived all over the US, really. But, Alaska has been, like, the longest I’ve ever lived somewhere. So, I really like it. And I don’t like the heat.

[Both laughing]

Gallegos: You’re in a great place, then.

Marshall: Yeah, it’s nice and cold here.

Gallegos: I mean, you could have gone even colder up to Fairbanks.

Marshall: That has been tempting sometimes, but I also just like Anchorage in and of itself. Like, there’s a lot of stuff to do, I have a lot of friends here, and this is also where my family is, so I have a good support system going on.

Gallegos: Ah, I appreciate that. Ok, what is your favorite memory during your time here, and why?

Marshall: I would say, honestly, working at UAA has some of like, my most favorite memories. I used to be a student assistant for the library, and I made a ton of friends there. And I remember, within my first month, it was my birthday. And so, I ended up showing up with a crown. And so, I have a really great image of my friend and coworker at the time just basically, like, bowing before me. [Both laughing]. As I’m in the back of the library.

Gallegos: I love this. Your favorite memory is someone bowing before you.

Marshall: Oh yeah, I felt great. I was like, it’s my birthday, get down. And I meant it as a joke, but then she actually got down.

Gallegos: That’s true camaraderie there.

Marshall: Oh yeah, I love the dedication.

Gallegos: Mm-hmm, mm-hmm. And shows the community you’ve been able to build here.

Marshall: Oh yeah, we’re still friends, and that was, like, three years ago or something like that. We’ve been really close friends ever since.

Gallegos: Aw, your loyal subject.

Marshall: Oh yeah. I still wear a crown everywhere on my birthday.

Gallegos: As you should.

Marshall: You know, it’s my birthday, I feel like I should be head honcho, or something.

Gallegos: Agreed. Agreed. Forgive me if you already told us in the beginning: what year in school are you now?

Marshall: I’m currently a senior. Like, I’m doing this semester, and next semester should be my last semester.

Gallegos: Knock on wood. For the record, she is knocking on her knee.

Marshall: Yeah, I don’t know if this is wood.

Gallegos: There we go. Just knock on my head, there we go. So, maybe this doesn’t apply for you. You weren’t here during the Covid lockdowns in 2020, correct?

Marshall: No, I came a little bit after things started slowing down with Covid. But, I was heavily impacted by Covid because I was working as a housekeeper during Covid, and then I moved here, and within my first year here, I got covid four times in a row.

Gallegos: Ouch.

Marshall: And so, it might as well have been lockdown ‘cause I was just home.

Gallegos: Were you able to keep up with your studies while you were sick? How was that for you?

Marshall: Oh yeah, it was a struggle because that was when I was also working at the library. And so, I was constantly like, “I’m home right now. I’m gonna be gone for a full week because I have Covid again.” But luckily the building manager, Lorelei, and my boss, Ryan, they were super understanding and were like, “You got it again?” I’m like, “Yeah.”

Gallegos: Yeah, nobody wants you here sharing that, and nobody wants you here miserable either.

Marshall: Oh yeah, I wouldn’t be, like, any help.

Gallegos: No, no. Well, I’m glad you’re here. I’m glad you’re healthy for today.

Marshall: I’m feeling better.

Gallegos: Are there any professors that have made an impact on your time here? And how?

Marshall: I have a couple favorite professors. Like, Bateman is a history professor.

Gallegos: Pierce Bateman? Love him.

Marshall: Yes, he is one of my favorite professors. Also, Katherine Sinclair.

Gallegos: Mm-hmm, mm-hmm.

Marshall: I really like her, and I’m taking her senior seminar right now.

Gallegos: Oh, wonderful.

Marshall: My most favorite professor, though, unfortunately passed away. I think it was last year, maybe. It was Paul Dunscomb. And he had a teaching style that was basically, stand in the front of the classroom and just tell you everything you need to know, and I loved that. That was my favorite form of teaching. No slides, no anything, just lecture. And he was an awesome professor. I really liked him, and it was really sad when he passed away.

Gallegos: Were you able to go to his memorial or anything? I know they did a couple things on campus.

Marshall: I was having a really hard time with grief because of it, so I didn’t attend the memorial, but I did recently attend the Taiwan lecture that he was supposed to give. And I can’t remember who did it in his place, but it was really interesting.

Gallegos: Wow, wow. OK, well, this interview is now part of the memoriam to him.

Marshall: Yeah, I really miss him.

Gallegos: Yeah, that’s actually your internship that you’re in now at the archives. He was the person who really spearheaded getting students in here consistently year after year. So, you are part of the legacy too.

Marshall: Yeah, he was an amazing person.

Gallegos: Mm-hmm, absolutely. What helped you decide on your majors and your minors? Maybe Paul was part of that, too? I don’t know.

Marshall: He kind of helped, but, honestly, history has always just been really interesting for me. Like, I did OK in high school, but the only classes that like, really caught my attention was, like, history classes. Specifically, US history. And so for a long time, I thought I was just interested in US history, but then, back to Dunscomb, he focused on like, Asian history. And so, I took his East Asian Civ classes and I’m like, “Wow, that’s really interesting.” So, it’s always been kind of history. For a while, I was interested in journalism and majoring in that, but I just didn’t enjoy it. Like, no shade to anybody who does like it, it just wasn’t really my thing. But, history feels a lot more natural to me.

Gallegos: Have you had some research projects, like, that the topic really stood out to you or you’re really enthusiastic about?

Marshall:  I have had a couple research projects. Like, I’m really interested in women's history in general. And, for my current senior seminar project, I’m actually trying to focus more on women, ‘cause I’m focusing on the Mexican-American War. And so, I really want to focus on the women during the war and the impact they had on like, both sides. So, I’ve always found, like, US history really interesting, especially women's history.

Gallegos: Wow, OK. So, hopefully you get to specialize in that a little bit more post graduation.

Marshall: Oh, that’d be awesome.

Gallegos: What would your dream job look like? And it’s OK if you don’t know yet.

Marshall: Honestly, I’m not too sure yet. Like, archives has been really fun. I would like some sort of a position working with history in the future. And, me and my mom have always had this joke that, like- you know the stereotypical, like, person in the basement of a museum who, like, pours over old books? And the protagonist comes and is like, “We have this curse, do you know the solution to it?” My mom always said that I should be the one in the basement saying, “Y es! I have all these cursed books that I can tell you exactly what’s happening.”

Gallegos: Dream job: keeper of the cursed books.

Marshall: And then I immediately die or something.

[Both laughing]

Gallegos: No, no, no, that’s not part of the dream, but a great movie.

Marshall: But I have liked the idea of that because it sounds hilarious.

Gallegos: For the record, Moira is wearing a Vincent Price, the Last Man on Earth T-shirt, which just totally fits the vibe.

Marshall: Oh yeah, Vincent Price, best actor.

Gallegos: [Laughing] That’s amazing. OK, what are some of the fun clubs, organizations, athletics that you’re in or have been involved in?

Marshall: So, I haven’t really done any clubs. I have enjoyed the Sports Complex, I think it’s called here. Like, one of my favorite things to do is swim and the pool is so nice.

Gallegos: It is, I really enjoy it too.

Marshall: Yeah, and it’s not open a lot, but, one of my favorite things to do is just have like a really busy day, and then just swim for like 45 minutes straight.

Gallegos: Wow, that sounds amazing.

Marshall: Oh yeah.

Gallegos: Just swim your cares away.

Marshall: Especially at night, when nobody’s there. It’s like, I’m alone, this is nice.

Gallegos: There’s a sauna in the locker room, too.

Marshall: The sauna’s really nice, honestly.

Gallegos: I’ve enjoyed that myself a time or two. What is your proudest accomplishment in your education or personal life in your time here?

Marshall: Oh. Sorry if there’s a bit of a pause here, I’m thinking about it.

Gallegos: That’s OK.

Marshall: I didn’t think about that one. I hate to say it, but it goes back to Dunscomb again.

Gallegos: Yeah, no, absolutely.

Marshall: Because- I don’t want to say he was a harsh grader, it’s just that he was very nit-picky which made me want to try harder. 

Gallegos: He held people to a high standard.

Marshall: And this is kind of emotional. I’m not going to cry.

Gallegos: It’s ok, do whatever you got to do.

Marshall: I was a part of his East Asian Civ. II class when he got cancer and unfortunately passed away. And so, the last thing he graded for me was a test that I worked very very hard on. Like, I spent a long time studying for it, like getting down all the terms and everything. And, he gave a hundred percent.

Gallegos: Wow.

Marshall: And I was so proud, and it’s the last thing I have from him. And so, I keep that by my desk anytime I’m feeling sad cause I’m like, he gave me a hundred percent.

Gallegos: Yeah, that’s beautiful. Thank you for sharing that.

Marshall: Yeah, I feel really proud of that because, again, he wasn’t harsh. He was fair about it. And just, a hundred percent, wow.

Gallegos: You blew yourself away a little bit.

Marshall: Hell yeah.

Gallegos: We didn’t talk about your living situation. Are you living in the dorms here?

Marshall: No, I’m actually living with my parents.

Gallegos: Ok. What’s your commute to campus like?

Marshall: It’s about twenty minutes or so. And, honestly, it’s not too bad. I live around the JBER area. The only trouble is that I have to leave really early to have a hope of finding a parking spot.

Gallegos: Yeah, parking on campus can be competitive.

Marshall: Oh yeah, like, I actually came here today at like 10:30 and just saw people circling around the spot I usually park and I’m just like, oh.

Gallegos: PSA people, there’s usually room in the Central Parking Garage around mid-day as people are transitioning in and out of classes. So, if you find yourself in Moira's position.

Marshall: Yeah, I have found that on campus, the parking garages are a little bit easier. Like, the one by the Arts building and the one by the Social Sciences building. I can almost always find a parking spot there. It’s just, I’m kind of lazy.

[Both laughing]

Marshall: And I want a parking spot, like, I have a class at the admin building and then I have my internship here, and I have, like, fifteen minutes to get across. So, I try to find a parking spot in the middle of that so I can just bolt here immediately.

Gallegos: Mhm, mhm. It’s a genuine part of the campus experience, circling for parking.

Marshall: Oh yeah. So far, I haven’t been late.

Gallegos: Like, ey. Again, knock on wood, knocking on my head.

Marshall: Knock on wood.

[Both laughing]

Gallegos: Alright, we kind of already talked about your favorite class you’ve taken. Maybe, what’s your favorite class you took outside of the History department?

Marshall: Outside of the History department? Oh, probably one of the first classes I took here. There was a Writing 100 course, and I think it was done by Shane Castle. And, it was a really interesting course because it meant a lot for me because I was having a hard time getting back into college. Like, I took a very long break, and then I got back into college by taking that and, funnily enough, Dunscomb.

[Both laughing]

Marshall: But, I took two courses, and luckily both of them were really interesting, including that writing course. And I just really like the professor. I haven’t been able to take him again, though, which is kind of sad. But, that class was really interesting and just, overall, I have, like, it’s kind of hard to describe. He had us do a bunch of creative writing projects and so I was going through my old google docs, like, folders and he had us write about a lot of memes. And so I have some really weirdly titled, like, documents that’s just like, “Alex Jones complains about frogs.” And that’s the title of one of my documents. I’m like, it’s hard to believe I wrote that for a college course.

Gallegos: I mean, I’m curious immediately about what you wrote.

Marshall: Oh yeah, it was like a video meme on Youtube where he was just complaining about the frogs turning people gay or something and we wrote about it in class.

Gallegos: That is incredible.

Marshall: Yeah, it was a fun class. It was hilarious. 

Gallegos: Did you already enjoy writing as you came into college?

Marshall: Oh yeah, I write a lot in my free time. Like, I write a lot of nonfiction, fiction, fanfiction. But basically, I write a lot.

Gallegos: Wonderful.

Marshall: So taking that class was like, oh, I’m getting credit for writing.

Gallegos: That’s wonderful. Any online writings you care to share with the world? Or no? All for your personal enjoyment.

Marshall: Most of it is for my personal enjoyment, but I really enjoy writing horror stories. I’m actually trying to self publish a book that I’ve been working on and I have no idea how to do it. I’ve written the book, but that’s about it.

Gallegos: There are professors on campus who I’m sure would love to chat with you about the publishing process, so maybe we can talk later about that because I know it can be confusing and daunting, especially when it’s your first attempt to get published.

Marshall: Yeah, I thought the book writing would be the hardest part, but no, it’s figuring out how publishing works. Like, my mom is actually a author and she wrote a bunch of horror stories. And she was so confused by it that she made her own publishing house-

Gallegos: Wow, ok.

Marshall: -and just published all of her books. I’m like, maybe I should get her to publish my book.

Gallegos: I mean, you’ve got an in.

Marshall: Oh yeah. Honestly, slightly off topic, but I do get a lot of inspiration from my mom when it comes to like, writing horror stories ‘cause, I don’t think we have it here at the library, but she wrote an Alaskan horror story called The Fishing Widow, and I’ve been meaning to like, encourage her to send one here so it can become part of the collection, but it’s supposed to be like Southeast fishing horror story, and there’s one line in it that like, scared me so bad as a kid. It’s where the main character entered a room and there was something under the blanket.

Gallegos: No!

Marshall: And then, she just cut away. And, as a kid, that scared me so badly. I’ve been trying to recreate that ever since. Oh my gosh.

Gallegos: It stuck with you.

Marshall: Oh yeah, that stuck with me. And my mom was like, “Oh, it wasn’t that good” and I’m like, “I couldn’t sleep.”

Gallegos: You scared me, mother.

Marshall: I couldn’t sleep in my bed. I was too scared.

Gallegos: That’s awesome. Your mom is your inspiration for horror stories.

Marshall: Oh yeah. I’ve been writing them ever since.

Gallegos: I love that. Ok, well, we’ve gotten to our last question. What advice would you give to fellow or future students?

Marshall: The advice I would give, especially to history students, is keep on top of your readings.

Gallegos: Mm-hmm.

Marshall: Like, a lot of professors will give you chapters or books. It’s a really good idea to kind of stagger it instead of just attempting to read it all at the last moment. Even if it is really tempting to procrastinate, you’re not gonna remember that much.

Gallegos: Nope. And then you’re suddenly facing a hundred pages of reading in a single night, and that is rough.

Marshall: Oh yeah, I’ve done that a couple times, and I have read them, I’ve gotten through them, but it’s not pleasant.

Gallegos: Good for you.

Marshall: It’s a lot easier to plan things out. Like, the only thing that’s been kind of keeping me organized is that every single semester, I make a specific school calendar on Canva. Blackboard has a calendar, but I find it doesn’t really keep track of everything in the way I like it. And so, I always heavily recommend people to make a calendar of like every single thing that’s due and when you think you can work on it. And then just slowly start x-ing it out as the semester goes on.

Gallegos: That’s so smart. You have the syllabus, you know it’s coming up, and you can make it pretty on Canva.

Marshall: I spend at least five hours at the beginning of the semester just choosing a calendar format and then going through every single syllabus and just putting it on there.

Gallegos: That’s really good advice. For the record, for future listeners, Blackboard is a learning management software that UAA uses, and so most online course content would be there. And then Canva is a graphic design website that I use professionally and apparently our students use in their academic work.

Marshall: Yeah, ‘cause there’s Blackboard, but there’s also Google Classroom that a couple of my professors use. So Blackboard does have a calendar, but it doesn’t take the Google Classroom into that calendar. And some things aren’t on the calendar.

Gallegos: That sounds frustrating.

Marshall: And it’s just like, OK, I would rather know exactly when everything is due and just have it on this little calendar that I can flip through.

Gallegos: Yeah, you know, if history doesn’t work out for you, project management might be a good route for you. That’s really smart.

Marshall: Oh yeah, ‘cause, especially with me, I have to manage every little thing, or I won’t manage anything. I need to have, like, structure, or I won’t have any structure.

Gallegos: And, for me personally, I find it helps my anxiety go down. Rather than seeing, “Oh, that’s a mountain of work I have to do before me”, I’m like, “OK, but I’ve taken it into bite-sized chunks and I know when things are due. I can calm down a little bit about it.”

Marshall: Yeah, and that’s the best part about making your own calendar, because you know your schedule. Like, you know what days you’re going to be less busy on, or you’ll have the time for it. And so, you can purposely move things around. Like, maybe something’s due on Thursday, but you know you’ll have the time on Wednesday, so you can put that thing into the Wednesday bracket rather than just waiting until Thursday and being super overwhelmed about it.

Gallegos: Yep. Why do that to yourself?

Marshall: Yeah, just don’t procrastinate.

Gallegos: That’s good advice.

Marshall: It’s tempting, but don’t.

Gallegos: Don’t you do it. Alright, well, that is our last question. Did you have anything else you wanted to add for the sake of posterity?

Marshall: Not really. I really like UAA.

Gallegos: Yay! That’s what we like to hear. Thank you, Moira. This concludes our interview.

Marshall: Bye.
